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Melvil 
Dewey 

While	  managing	  Amherst	  
library,	  Dewey	  began	  to	  use	  
a	  number	  and	  le=er	  system	  
to	  organize	  the	  books.	  	  Over	  
the	  years	  he	  changed	  his	  
system	  and	  now	  it	  has	  

become	  the	  system	  used	  in	  
American	  libraries.	  	  It	  has	  

been	  adapted	  in	  many	  other	  
countries	  as	  well.	  

Those	  books	  were	  a	  mess!	  	  A/er	  I	  star2ng	  
using	  the	  Dewey	  Decimal	  System	  it	  became	  
a	  lot	  easier	  to	  get	  the	  books	  you	  needed!	  
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000 – Generalities 
Informa(on	  on	  a	  li,le	  bit	  of	  this	  and	  a	  li,le	  bit	  

of	  that	  
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100 – Thinking 
Philosophy	  and	  Psychology…thinking	  about	  

thinking!	  
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200 – Religion 
Cultures,	  beliefs,	  tradi(ons	  
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300 – Social 
Science 

How	  we	  run	  the	  country	  
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398.2– Teaching 
Tales 

Learning	  about	  life	  through	  stories	  
Create	  something	  of	  
which	  you	  can	  be	  

proud!	  	  Don’t	  talk	  to	  
strangers!	  

Slow	  and	  steady	  wins	  
the	  race.	  	  Take	  your	  

2me!	  

Kindness	  is	  beCer	  
than	  greed.	  
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400– Language 
language,	  la	  lengua,	  le	  langage…	  
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500 – Math and 
Science 

Woah…that’s	  a	  BIG	  sec(on	  

Balazs	  2013	  



600– People and 
Technology 

Humans	  +	  Tools	  =	  Technology	  
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700– Art and 
Recreation 

Having	  fun	  with	  hobbies	  and	  sports!	  
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800– Literature 
Stories	  and	  poetry	  
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900– Geography 
and History 

Who,	  what,	  and	  where?	  

Balazs	  2013	  


